
The Greater Cleveland Partnership’s  “Morning Conversation” Series 
Our Mission:  To bring department heads, key administrators, elected officials, business leaders, and invited members of the press that have particular areas of 

expertise to brief members of  the Public Affairs Network in an informal  and  off-the-record manner. 
  

1999 
Barbara Byrd Bennett Cleveland Public Schools 
Van Harp Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Tim McCormack Cuyahoga County Commissioner 
Michael White Mayor, City of Cleveland 
David Sweet Dean, CSU – Urban Affairs College  
William Mason                                   Cuyahoga County Prosecutor 
Doug Clifton The Plain Dealer 
Steve Bullock American Red Cross 
Jim Trakas Ohio House of Representatives 
Ron Amstutz Ohio House of Representatives 
Mike Polensek Cleveland City Council 
  

2000 
Michael White Mayor, City of Cleveland 
Jane L. Campbell Cuyahoga County Commissioner 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones U.S. Congress 
Ray Pianka Judge, Clev. Mun. Housing Court 
Joe Cimperman Cleveland City Council 
George Voinovich U.S. Senate 
Brent Larkin The Plain Dealer 
  

2001 
Brian Hicks 
Thomas C. Sawyer 

Governor Taft’s Chief of Staff 
U.S. Congress 

Joseph T. Deters Treasurer of State 
Jim Petro Auditor of State 
Jimmy Dimora Cuyahoga County Commissioner 
John F. Lewis Ohio Aerospace Council 
Roderick Chu Ohio Board of Regents 
Sherrod Brown U. S. Congress 
Betty Montgomery Ohio Attorney General 
Kenneth Blackwell Ohio Secretary of State 
Jane Campbell Cleveland Mayor-Elect 
  

2002 
Sandy Theis/Dennis Willard  & 
Darrel  Rowland 

Public Affairs News Reporters 
 

Doug White Ohio Senate President Pro-Tem 
Steve LaTourette U.S. Congressman 
Peter Lawson Jones Cuyahoga County Commissioner 
Reclaiming our Lakefront Dennis Eckart & Cleve Tomorrow 
Bruce Johnson Ohio Department of Development 
Stephanie Tubbs-Jones U.S. Congresswoman 
Larry Householder Ohio Speaker of the House 
John Mok Hopkins Airport Director 
  
  
  
  
  

2003 
Sandy Theis/Dennis 
Willard/Darrel Rowland 

Political News Reporters 

Frank Jackson Cleveland City Council President 
Brian Hicks Chief of Staff, Governor Taft 
Mark Rosentraub Levin College of Urban Affairs 
Jim Trakas Ohio House of Representatives 
Gerald Mack FBI Special Agent-in-Charge 
Bob Bennett Chairman, Ohio Republican Party 
Denny White Chairman, Ohio Democratic Party 
  

2004 
Ken Blackwell Ohio Secretary of State 
Tim Ryan U.S. Congressman 
Sandy Theis/Dennis Willard  
Darrel Rowland                                     

Political News Reporters 

Tim Hagan County Commissioner Candidate 
Michael Coleman                               Mayor, City of Columbus 
Don Plusquellic Mayor, City of Akron 
Mark Rosentraub  Casino Gambling  
Ted Strickland U.S. Congressman 
  

2005 
Sandy Theis/Dennis 
Willard/Darrel Rowland 

Political News Reporters 

Jon Husted Ohio House Speaker 
Debbie Sutherland, Judy Rawson 
& Tom Longo 

Suburban Mayors Panel 
 

Rich Rawlins 
 

Homeland Security Director 
Federal Court House Tour 

Jo Ann Davidson 
 

Co-Chair Republican National 
Committee 

Bob Bennett Ohio Republican Party Chairman 
Denny White Ohio Democratic Party Chairman 
  

2006 
Martin Sweeney &   
Emily  Holan 

Newly-elected Council President & 
Council Clerk – City of Cleveland 

Tom Suddes Cleveland Plain Dealer 
Chris Redfern Ohio Democratic Party Chairman 
Rob Frost Cuyahoga County Republican Party 

Chairman  
Mike DeWine U.S. Senator 
Steve LaTourette U.S. Congressman 
  
  
  
  
  
  

2007 
Tim Ryan U. S. Congressman 
Bill Seitz Ohio House of Representatives 
Jim Jordan U.S. Congressman  
Tom Suddes, Laura Bischoff 
Mark Rollenhagen, Ann Fisher 

Political News Writers 

Rick Batyko Cleveland + Marketing Campaign 
Jay Williams Mayor, City of Youngstown 
Betty Sutton U.S. Congresswoman 
Jane Platten Cuyahoga County Board of Elections 
Susan Goldberg Editor, Plain Dealer 
  

2008 
Matt Dolan Ohio State Representative 
Pari Sabety/Brian Perera, Ohio Budget Panel 
Brent Larkin/Tom Suddes The Plain Dealer 
Eric Fingerhut Chancellor, Ohio Board of Regents 
Dick Russ & Rita Andolsen WKYC - Channel 3 Tour 
Bill Harris Ohio Senate 
Paul Dolan President, Cleveland Indians 
Marcia Fudge Candidate for 11th Congressional 

District 
  

2009 
Bill Batchelder Ohio House of Representatives 
Mary Taylor Ohio State Auditor 
Ray Lugo NASA Glenn Center Tour 
Mike Foley Ohio State Representative 
John Boccieri 
Vernon Sykes 
Bob Latta 
John Zitzner  

U.S. Congressman 
Ohio State Representative 
U.S. Congressman 
Cleveland E-Prep Schools 

Elizabeth Sullivan  Plain Dealer, Editorial Page Editor 
  

2010 
  
Joe Cimperman 
Dr. Eugene Sanders 
 

Cleveland City Council 
Cleveland Metropolitan School 
District 

  
 


