GCP Advocacy: COVID-19 Update
May 26, 2020 – 10:00 AM
Please note resources and updates are evolving rapidly.
Resources
•

The federal government released a document last week listing the criteria small businesses
must follow to have Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans forgiven.
o Lenders should be able to assist borrowers in completing it.
o Among the guidelines are directions on how to calculate payroll costs, which must
account for 75% of loan proceeds spent.
o Meanwhile, the rules could still change as Congress may vote on a proposal that
would relax the 75% payroll requirement and give businesses additional time to pay
back loans that aren’t forgiven.
State Updates

•

The Ohio House introduced its version of a capital re-appropriations bill, HB 670. The House
Finance Committee will hold its first hearing on HB 670 on Wednesday with sponsor
testimony provided by Representative Derek Merrin.
o The Ohio Senate is expected to introduce its own version of a re-appropriations bill.
The Senate Finance Committee will meet on Wednesday to hold its first hearing on
the legislation that has not yet been introduced. The Ohio Office of Budget and
Management (OBM) Director Kim Murnieks will present and Finance Chair Matt
Dolan will provide sponsor testimony during the hearing.
o The capital re-appropriations bills will each have emergency clauses attached to
ensure that there is not a lapse in funding for existing capital projects at the end of
the fiscal year on June 30.

•

As a result of the economic impact of COVID-19, Governor Mike DeWine announced $775
million in reductions to Ohio's General Revenue Fund for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2020,
which ends on June 30.
o These budget reductions, in addition to identifying areas of savings, are necessary to
ensure Ohio fulfills its constitutional requirement of maintaining a balanced state
budget each year.
o The budget reductions for the Ohio Development Services Agency (DAS) will preclude
their ability to award funding to any of the applications submitted for the Industry
Sector Partnership Program in the current fiscal year. At this time, all applications
submitted for funding will be retained. If funding is available for the program next
fiscal year, DAS will proceed with scoring the applications currently received and
awarding grant funds in accordance with the program guidelines.

•

Last week, Lt. Governor Husted announced several new sector opening dates in Ohio:
o On May 26, miniature golf, batting cages, and bowling alleys may resume operations
if they can meet required safety protocols.
o On May 26, skills training for all sports, including contact sports, may resume if
required safety protocols can be met. Tournaments, games, and competitions for
contact sports are still prohibited.
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•

On June 1, catering and banquet centers may reopen if they can meet required safety
protocols. Protocols include six feet between tables, no congregating, and a crowd
size of no more than 300 people.
Guidance for these Orders are here: baseball, golf, general non-contact sports, and
skills training.
Full guidelines to ensure that these sectors operate in the safest manner possible
are/will be available at coronavirus.ohio.gov.

Last week, Governor DeWine announced initial findings from his Minority Health Strike Force.
o The Minority Health Strike Force’s preliminary report will be available soon at
coronavirus.ohio.gov and final recommendations will be issued on June 11.
o Examples of these recommendations include: establishing culturally appropriate and
accessible COVID-19 exposure notification services for communities of color;
expanding testing capacity and access for minorities and high-risk populations; using
data to prioritize resources in the communities that have the highest need;
developing and launching a statewide, culturally-sensitive outreach campaign that
educates African Americans and communities of color on COVID-19, health
disparities, and social determinants of health.
o A new position will be created within the Ohio Department of Health dedicated to
social determinants of health and opportunity. This person’s work will build on
several existing efforts to respond to health inequity by working directly with local
communities on their specific long-term health needs and Ohio’s response to COVID19.
Federal Updates

•

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on Monday reported 1,637,456
coronavirus cases and said that the number of deaths had risen by 620 to 97,669.

•

On May 20, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security announced the extension of nonessential travel across the U.S.-Mexico and U.S. Canada borders in order to limit the further
spread of the coronavirus.
o These measures were implemented on March 21 and were originally in place for 30
days, subject to reevaluation and further extension.
o On April 20, these measures were extended for an additional 30 days and, on May
19, these measures were once again extended until June 22.

•

The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) is seeking public
comments on how to improve the exclusion process for tariffs and quotas imposed on steel
and aluminum imports under Section 232 of the Trade Expansion Act of 1962 (“Section
232”).

•

On Friday, the President identified houses of worship as essential places that provide
essential services as communities reopen.
o The CDC’s Interim Guidance for Communities of Faith can be found here.

•

Reports out of Washington indicate there may be a level of bi-partisan support to extend the
eight-week statutory duration of the Paycheck Protection Program to 10 or 12 weeks.
o Separately, the U.S. Treasury Secretary said there’s “strong likelihood” that additional
federal intervention will be needed to help businesses and workers as states start to
re-open and the economy struggles to stabilize.
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o

The administration and many Republicans in Congress still may want to first gauge
the effect of trillions of dollars already appropriated.

•

The U.S. House of Representatives will convene on Tuesday for a pro forma session.

•

The U.S. Senate will also meet for a pro forma session on Tuesday and plans to return to
Washington on June 1.
Local Updates

•

Cleveland.com: Coronavirus re-openings and delays in Northeast Ohio for Tuesday,
May 26, 2020
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